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[I] Zt stands to reason, then, that what R. Josiah has said is so. 


[J] [And the Tannaitic teaching] does not differ [from sages’ view], for 
it is the way of the rich to leave a small bit of the wall out beneath 
the sukkah roofing itself, so that cooling air may pass through. 


R. Hoshaiah raised the following question: “[In the case of a sukkah 
twenty cubits tall,] if one brought a plank [suitable for serving as 
sukkah roofing] and placed it [at an angle] on the piece of a column 
[ten handbreadths high, set in the middle of the sukkah], it is obvious 
that if one should measure from the board [which extends at an angle 
upward to the roof of the sukkah], there is a distance of twenty cubits 
[or more, as the board projects beyond the sukkah roofing]. If, on the 
other hand, one measures from the ground [to the height of the pillar, 
that is, the point at which the board is located], there is not a distance 
of twenty cubits. 


“How do you treat [the sukkah roofing that is above the ground but 
not above the board]? 


“Is it deemed equivalent to invalid air space, or to invalid sukkah 
roofing? [That is, in line with M. 1:11, sukkah roofing may not be four 
cubits distant from the wall. The board that protrudes above twenty 
cubits is equivalent to a suspended side of a sukkah. In accord with M. 
1:10, if a suspended side is three handbreadths above the ground, it is 
invalid. Now the problem is clear. If we take as definitive the part of 
the board outside of the upper ceiling of the sukkah, then it 
encompasses contained air space too large to constitute a valid sukkah. 
How much? Three handbreadths is the criterion. If we take account of 
the part of the board within the sukkah but separated from the wall, 
then if the sukkah roofing is four handbreadths or more from the wall, 
it is invalid. | 


“Tf you treat it by the criterion of invalid contained air space, it 
invalidates at the measure of three handbreadths. 


“Tf you treat it by the criterion of invalid sukkah roofing, it invalidates 
only at the measure of four cubits.” 


[F] R. Yosé b. R. Bun in the name of Hezekiah: “On what account did 
they rule, ‘Invalid sukkah roofing imparts invalidity only in the 
measure of four cubits?’ It is because the sukkah roofing only falls 
within the permissible dimensions of the sukkah to begin with [and 
a valid sukkah must be four by four cubits].” 


